The objective of this study is to determine how much candidate teachers have utilized internet forums while deciding their university to study. This is a study in survey model. The population of the study consists of freshmen students studying at Usak University's Faculty of Education in 2014-2015 academic year (400 students). The scale has been distributed to the entire population, while 267 of them have been returned and 251 of them have been evaluated. "Virtual Forum Utilization during University Decision Period" scale has been developed by the researchers. The initial scale consisting of 14 items has been applied to 150 students and two items with low factor load have been dismissed. The renewed 12 item scale has been re-applied to the students. Cronbach-Alpha internal consistency coefficient of the scale has been calculated as .825. Validity of the scale has been tested by exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses and KMO value of the scale has been calculated as .811. According to the confirmatory factor analysis, the scale consists of seven items and its fit index value has proved to be acceptable. 94% of the candidate teachers have memberships at student forums, while 89% of them get online at these forums several times a day. 42% of the teacher candidates utilize these forums to follow current affairs. Candidate teachers have reported that they had frequently visited student forums while they were about to decide their university to study. Independent groups t test has yielded that there is no significant difference between the forum utilization levels of female and male candidate teachers. One way variance analysis has shown that candidate teachers at social sciences teaching department utilize student forums more than other departments.
Introduction
Alternative learning activities such as e-learning, e-supervision, e-mentoring, and e-counseling have become parts of education with the increasing use of digital equipment. Integration of digital equipment and digital platforms into education has redefined the borders of school. Utilization of digital technologies in education makes education more accessible. Effect of digital revolution could be seen in various fields such as education programs, evaluation, and career planning (İşcioğlu, 2012) . This process not only strengthens an individual's learning efforts, but also accelerates individual-technology interaction and increases the role of technology in formal and informal education. Increasing popularity of the social networks is also causing people to spend more time in social networks, which affects individual lifestyles as well as yielding to new socialization methods (Göker, Demir and Doğan, 2010) .
One new organizational type brought by digital tools is virtual societies. These societies exist with their construct properties, and merely show any physical properties (Fukuyama, 2013) . One major type of these societies is virtual forums. Users may share their personal information, visit other users' profiles, publish, share or label multimedia content and access other users' content (Gürsakal, 2009 ).
There are various researches about the effects of forums on international trade, banking, marketing, media and public opinion. However these researches are very limited when it comes to frequency and purpose of digital media utilization about public opinion about schools, education marketing, student mobility, profession decision, and counseling and especially in higher education decision. Therefore it is important to identify the frequency and purpose of social media utilization in higher education and decision making for future profession. Hence, the objective of this study is to reveal how candidate teachers who are still studying in faculty of education have utilized virtual forums during their decision making period for their universities.
Method

Model of the Study
This study which aims to reveal how candidate teachers who are still studying in faculty of education have utilized virtual forums during their decision making period for their universities has been conducted in descriptive survey model. Survey models are used to describe the past or present condition of an event as is, without any effort to change or influence it (Karasar, 2009 ).
Study Group
The population of the study consists of 400 candidate teachers studying their freshman years during 2014-2015 spring semesters at Usak University's Faculty of Education. No sampling has been chosen and the scale has been distributed to each of the 400 students, while 251 returned has been evaluated.
Data Collection Tool
A 7-item scale developed by the researchers has been utilized to reveal how frequently the candidate teachers have visited forums and how it affected their university decision. All items in the scale are positive and the scale is uni-dimensional. The evaluation of scale points is as following: (1.00-1.80: never, 1. 81-2.60: seldom, 2.61-3.40: sometimes, 3.41-4.20: usually, 4.21-5.00: always) .
Reliability and Validity of the Scale
Reliability of the scale has been assured by test-retest reliability, two half tests reliability and Cronbach-Alpha internal validity coefficient. After formation of the 14-item pool of the scale, this preliminary scale has been applied to 150 candidate teachers and two items have been dismissed after this step, resulting in a 12-item scale. The scale has been re-applied to all candidate teachers. The scale is a 5-scale Likert scale. It is a uni-dimensional scale consisting of positive sentences. Two half tests reliability analysis has revealed that there is positive and significant correlation between the scale items (r=.63, p<.001). Cronbach Alpha coefficient of the scale has been calculated as (.825). These findings show that the scale is reliable. Content validity has been evaluated by expert review, while construct validity has been evaluated by exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses. Five items that decrease the validity of the scale according to exploratory factor analysis have been dismissed. Therefore final scale has been evaluated with seven items and uni-dimensionally (Table 1) . Barlet test (KMO=.811) of the scale (.000) is significant. Total variance explanation of scale items is at 50%. Confirmatory factor analysis has confirmed that the scale consists of seven items and is unidimensional (Figure 1 ). 
Findings
This part shows branches of the candidate teachers and the findings about their opinions about visiting virtual student forums during their university decision period. Of the 251 candidate teachers attending this study, 33.5% (87) were studying at science teaching department, while 15.5% (39) were in social sciences teaching, 36.7% (92) were in turkish teaching, and 14.3% (36) were in psychological counseling and guidance departments. As seen at table three 94% of the candidate teachers have memberships in student forums, while 6% of them have no membership in any of them, showing that the vast majority of the students have at least one membership to a forum. Table four shows that 41.8% of the students use the forums primarily to follow the current affairs, while 33.9% use them to spend time, 12.7% to follow friends, 4.4% to play games, 4% to chat, 2.8% to update their profiles, and 0.4% to find new friends. Candidate teachers tend to follow professional developments, problems and suggestions by using student forums. Table five shows that the answer given about forum utilization during university decision period is at Usually level. Table six shows that 88.9% of the candidate teachers in sampling group use student forums several times a day, while 11.1% of them visit daily. High frequency of visits shows that forums have an important place in learning and interaction process of higher education students.
In order to see whether there is significant difference of forum utilization with respect to gender, t-test analysis has been conducted, and it has been seen that there is no significant difference. The conducted t-test is given at table 7. According to the answers given by the candidate teachers, there is no significant difference with respect to gender in forum utilization (p>0.05). Table eight shows the mean points and standard deviations of forum utilization for university decision of science, social sciences, Turkish and psychological counseling and guidance candidate teachers. Variance analysis applied to find out forum utilization level with respect to department variable has yielded significantly different mean values between performance evaluation points from different departments (f=3.03, p<.05). The results show that social sciences candidate teachers utilize forums more than others. It could be stated that students studying in social fields use student forums as socializing tools.
Conclusions
This study has revealed that 94% of the students have memberships to at least one forum. Another study by Tanrıverdi and Sağır (2014) has revealed that as much as 83.5% of high school students have memberships in social media. Therefore it could be stated that having memberships in social networks and following current affairs as well as communicating via social networks is a rising trend. According to Mazman (2009) , students use virtual forums for information exchange, asking questions about deciding on professions, and resource exchange. According to Capogna (2010) , virtual forums are commonly used by students for professional information acquiring and foreign language development purposes. A research by Toğay et.al (2015) has revealed that virtual forums in social media is the most frequently utilized tool of vocational school students in university decision, acquiring information, and lifelong learning.
About 89% of the candidate teachers have stated that they get online at forums several times a day. This shows that social media is an important interaction tool for candidate teachers. About 42% of the candidate teachers have stated that they use virtual forums to follow professional developments. This finding is in accordance with TUİK (2015) report. This report states that 78.8% of the internet users have utilized internet to get online in social networks, while 74.2% have used to read news, 67.2% to search information about goods and services, and 58.7% to download games, music, movies or visual materials, and 53.9% for email exchange in the first quarter of 2014. This shows that digital tools are increasingly being utilized for teaching and learning activities, especially by students, which proves the importance of designing teaching programs emphasizing on individual abilities and interests.
The world is in a time period in which virtual communication tools have affected teaching processes by "student forums" and communication between individuals by "getting online" after digital revolution. These developments make school and teachers impossible to stay as the only sources of information for majority of students. The number of alternative sources of information, virtual learning and teaching platforms are in increase in number. The notion of "learner" is being more widely used than the notion of "student" (Fukuyama, 2013) . The sole role as information receivers for learners is obsolete anymore. Instead, individuals are now expected to query, reach, and interpret any information (Söylemez, 2013; Koç ak, 2012) . Therefore candidate teachers should be provided with project based social media literacy and virtual forum administration classes.
